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Health Care Reform: Who Are the 
Uninsured? 
 
The need for greater efficiency in the 
delivery of health care services and 
increased access to health insurance in 
California is undeniable.  Growth in health 
care spending far outstrips that of income 
and inflation.  It is clear that we need to 
find ways to make health care more 
affordable.   
 
However, before we embark on adopting 
solutions to improve our health care 
system, I believe it’s important for us to 
understand the true numbers of the 
uninsured population in California.   
 
The most often quoted number of 
uninsured Californians is approximately 20% of the population or about 6.5 million people.  I
believe the important question to ask is who are the uninsured? 
 
Who are the Uninsured? 
According to a recent report by the California HealthCare Foundation, at least 1 million of the 
uninsured are currently eligible for existing public health insurance programs (i.e., Medi-Cal and 
Healthy Families).   
 
Another 1.9 million have family income over $50,000 per year, which indicates these individuals
may be able to afford insurance but choose not to purchase it.  However, this is difficult to 
determine and what is also unknown is how many individuals and families who can afford health 
insurance or have been offered employer sponsored insurance have declined coverage.   
 
What is unquestionable is that the largest number of uninsured in California is illegal immigrants. 
They represent nearly half (about 2.7 million) of the uninsured population.  
 
Illegal Immigrants 
As we embark on health care reform, we as taxpayers must not allow our tax dollars to be used to 
provide health insurance to illegal immigrants.   
 
The question ought to be asked as we contemplate “universal health care,” does this include illegal 
immigrants?  If not, then the uninsured population drops dramatically and the call to radically alter 
every Californians health care choices becomes muted.  However, if the intent is to provide 
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taxpayer funded health care for illegal immigrants then that should be honestly debated.  I do not 
believe that any health care reform should include providing “free” health insurance for illegal 
immigrants.   
 
We are already required to pay for anyone that comes into an emergency room for health care,
which increases our overall health care costs.  This is why the federal government should move 
quickly forward with their new law for a border fence and increase enforcement.   
 
Moving Forward 
Since most Californians have access to health care, its clear that our focus needs to be about
bringing down costs rather than eliminating our current system for a failed European system that 
will cover illegal immigrants and leave us with no health care choices, less access to physicians and
increased costs.  So as we move forward, we need to make decisions to improve our health care
system based on real facts, make our health care system more efficient and create more affordable
choices for more people and businesses.  More health care choices for all Californians, not less,
should be the goal.  
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